
The new Archdiocesan Safeguarding Pol icy has of f ic ia l ly  been launched by His Eminence Cardinal  Stephen Br is l in.  This marks a s igni f icant  mi lestone in
strengthening the Archdiocese’s commitment  to protect ing chi ldren and vulnerable persons.  The launch represents not  only a renewal  of  our  promise to safeguarding
but  a lso a uni f ied cal l  to  a l l  par ishes and inst i tut ions to l ive out  the values of  t ransparency,  accountabi l i ty ,  and compassion in  dai ly  ministry.  The pol icy rooted in
Gospel  values and the r ights of  the chi ld,  bui lds on lessons learned f rom the past  and sets out  a c lear  v is ion for  a safe,  accountable and t ransparent  Church.
I t  ref lects the words of  Pope Francis that  “ the part ic ipat ion of  chi ldren and young people in  the l i fe  of  the Church is  essent ia l  to  our  mission.”

The previous Archdiocesan pol icy was based on seven safeguarding standards.
 The new 2025 pol icy introduces three inter l inked standards,  designed to s impl i fy  safeguarding pract ice and strengthen accountabi l i ty  and leadership at  every level
of  Church l i fe.
Standard 1 :  Leadership,  Governance and Accountabi l i ty*
 Ensures that  Church leaders embody and promote the values of  safeguarding through t ransparent  leadership,  act ive governance,  and accountabi l i ty  at  a l l  levels of
ministry.
Standard 2 :  Nurtur ing a Cul ture of  Safeguarding*
 Focuses on bui ld ing and sustain ing a cul ture of  welcome, care,  and part ic ipat ion where chi ldren feel  safe,  valued,  and heard.  I t  ensures that  a l l  who work wi th
chi ldren are t ra ined,  supported,  and guided by c lear  codes of  conduct.
Standard 3 :  Responding Pastoral ly  and Report ing According to Civ i l  and Canon Law*
 This standard out l ines c lear  and compassionate processes for  responding to a l legat ions of  abuse,  ensur ing compl iance wi th both South Afr ican law and Canon Law,
and of fer ing pastoral  care to a l l  af fected part ies.
(These three standards are al igned wi th internat ional  best  pract ice and grounded in South Afr ican chi ld protect ion legis lat ion and const i tut ional  r ights) .
The fu l l  pol icy,  decree of  promulgat ion,  and t ra in ing presentat ion wi l l  be avai lable on the Archdiocesan websi te by the end of  th is  week.

The new pol icy reminds us that  safeguarding is  a shared responsibi l i ty .  Al l  c lergy,  re l ig ious,  lay staf f ,  and leaders are cal led to uphold the Church’s promise of
creat ing environments that  are safe,  inclusive,  and l i fe-giv ing for  chi ldren.  Every act  of  care,  v ig i lance,  and accountabi l i ty  is  a step towards ensur ing that  the Church
in Johannesburg remains a place where every chi ld is  f ree to grow in digni ty  and fa i th.

Dur ing August  Father  PJ met  wi th Aidan Gordon,  CEO of  the Nat ional  Board for  Safeguarding Chi ldren in  I re land,  to discuss the work being done in Johannesburg.
Mr Gordon was impressed by the Archdiocese’s proact ive approach especial ly  the impact  of  Safeguarding Sunday.  Through th is  interact ion i t  has been noted that
Afr ica is  fur ther  ahead in safeguarding development than expected.

As we move forward,  the Archdiocese of  Johannesburg stands commit ted to foster ing a cul ture of  safeguarding that  not  only protects but  empowers our  young
people.  The launch of  the new Safeguarding Pol icy is  a crucial  step in  th is  journey embodying our  col lect ive responsibi l i ty  to create a safe and support ive Church
environment.  By adher ing to these standards and embracing a cul ture of  v ig i lance and compassion we can ensure that  every chi ld in  our  community  is  f ree to thr ive
in their  fa i th  and wel l -being.  The fu l l  pol icy a long wi th t ra in ing mater ia ls  wi l l  be avai lable on the Archdiocesan websi te providing essent ia l  resources for  a l l  involved
in th is  v i ta l  mission.
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Featured articles
Highlights from Rome:
The 2nd Annual Report of the Pontifical
Commission for the Protection of
Minors
The Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors has released its second
annual report reinforcing global Church priorities around accountability, survivor
engagement, and leadership formation.
The report emphasizes the ongoing commitment to safeguarding minors and
vulnerable adults within the Church, reflecting a deep understanding of the need
for accountability and healing. A key takeaway is that there is a need for
dioceses to ensure that safeguarding is not only policy-driven but a lived reality
in the daily mission of the Church.
Key recommendations include:

Strengthening systems of governance and transparency.
Expanding pastoral outreach and survivor support.
Embedding safeguarding into theological formation and leadership training.

For the Archdiocese of Johannesburg this aligns perfectly with our new policy’s
focus on leadership, culture and pastoral response. The Commission’s findings
confirm that Johannesburg’s model in particular its deanery-based
implementation and community involvement- mirrors the direction encouraged
by the Vatican. 
To read the report visit: https://www.tutelaminorum.org/annual-report/ 

Contact Us
For safeguarding training, resources and consultancy
Email us at: safeguarding@catholicjhb.org.za

Help for children and young people
Call Childline on 011 645 2000
Child Welfare SA 087 822 1516

Safeguarding Sunday 2025
The 2025 Safeguarding Sunday celebration was a deeply moving
and unifying event. Parishes across the Archdiocese renewed their
safeguarding commitments through prayer, learning, and fellowship.
The strong participation and creativity shown across deaneries
demonstrated that the Archdiocese of Johannesburg is leading the
way in creating a culture of protection, accountabil ity and hope
within the Church. Thank you to every parish committee working
tirelessly to make safeguarding a reality. 

Safeguarding Deanery  Workshops 
November 2025- April 2026

To support the full rollout of the new Safeguarding Policy, Deanery Workshops
will continue into early 2026. These workshops will include the presence of a
vetting agency to assist with background checks and safe recruitment
procedures.
Upcoming Workshop Dates:

29 November 2025 - South Deanery
31 January 2026 - North Deanery
14 February 2026 - West Deanery
28 February 2026 - Near East Deanery
14 March 2026 - Far East Deanery
28 March 2026 - Vaal Deanery 
11 April 2026 - Soweto Deanery

The workshops aim to build understanding of the new three-standard framework
and strengthen local safeguarding teams’ ability to put policy into practice.
The vetting agency will also be available at each workshop to do vetting.

Looking ahead to 2026
The Archdiocesan Safeguarding Office is in the process of being
formally established at the Chancery providing a permanent structure
and space for support.

The theme for 2026 will  be:
“The Trafficking of Children – Protecting the Vulnerable from
Exploitation.”
This theme calls the faithful to expand our understanding of
safeguarding beyond Church spaces, responding to the broader
injustices affecting children in society. Together we continue the
journey toward a Church that l istens, protects and acts with
compassion.

Safeguarding Banners are
available at the Chancery. 
Each Deanery Chairperson or
designated deanery representative
should collect the banner for their
respective deanery.

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/contact-us/
http://www.childline.org.uk/

